	Some Ideas About Homework
Most parents (and teachers) have heard children declare that they have no homework.  Every student at Benjamin Franklin High School should be able to complete a minimum of one hour’s homework each night.  This amount is a guide only and will vary (usually increase) according to the specific demands of each subject and the level at which it is being studied.  In other words, students in Year 12 can expect more homework than a student at the beginning of Year 9.

If your child tells you that he or she has no set work on any night, here are some homework strategies which will help them develop good study habits (and maybe improve their results).  

· Borrow regularly from the Library.  Students should read for at least fifteen minutes each night.  This is in addition to Personal Reading Time at school.  

· Go over exercises completed in subjects like Mathematics and redo the questions that were marked incorrect in class.  Make a list of any questions that can’t be understood and ask the teacher to explain them the next day. 

· Do background reading in preparation for any assignments which may be coming up. 

· Write down the due dates for assignments and tests on a month or term calendar.  This will help your child to be organized and prevent everything having to be done in one week (or one night!).  Assignments should be started as soon as possible after they are set and not left until the last minute. 

· Complete any notes that were not finished in class through the day.  Borrow someone’s books and do them as soon as possible after the lesson.  This also applies if your child has been away from school for any reason, including school excursions.  Catch up on missed work quickly! 

·  Read through any articles at home and use a highlighter to draw attention to the important points in photocopied material. 

· Use an encyclopedia or the internet to add to general knowledge about a subject studied in class through the day.  It may be some additional study about a foreign country, scientific phenomena, an historical event, etc. 

· Extend vocabulary by making a list of words that have been used through the day but may be unfamiliar.  Look up their meaning in the dictionary, know how to spell them and practice using the words with other members of the family (this is particularly useful when studying a language other than English). 

· Use flashcards to write down formulae, quotes and definitions.  Update these as more information is learned and revise them regularly. 

· Keep a diary and write in this each night.  Try not only to relate the events of the day, but also analyze and comment on these events and your feelings regarding them. 

· Keep up with current affairs by reading newspapers or watching the television news.  Take note of things like world events, conservation issues, politics, weather maps, business, etc.  This will help in your study of many subjects.  A scrapbook of cuttings on a particular event or person that you are studying may also be useful.  Any articles can be summarized and commented upon. 

· Enter the competitions offered through the school – local, national and international.  These competitions provide valuable feedback to students and teachers and provide certificates that can be included in portfolios. 

· Prepare in advance for the various topic tests and other assessments which will come up during the term.  Spending a little bit of time in preparation each night from the day the class is told about the task is better than cramming the night before. 

· Attend the study centers which run after school in order to get extra assistance in specific subjects. 

There is always plenty of work that can be done at home in order to help students improve their results.  If in doubt about the amount of work your child is doing, please contact the school and speak to their teacher.



	


