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tr)ocurnenting S ources: Ilocurnentaticn

Ilefinition
Documentation is the acknowledgement of bor:rowed inforrnation, ideas, or

opinions. Even though yourf:nal bibiiography lists your sources, it does not give specific
documentation such as particular page numbers. Giving cred"it to your sources may be
done in several rA'ays: parenilr.etical iitatiorru footnotes, ind end notes. We will be using
parentheticai citafions, as this is the fonnat used in college by nost instructors

Documenting Sources
As your own research is actualiy based on others' research and writing, yoll must

carefuJiy acknowiedge this with citations within your text. If yot have not aheady done
so, read the infbrmation on plagiarlsm on the page titied "Pl,agiarism and Hor,r' to Avoid
It.' !

Styles of Docurnentation
Documentation styles vary, oft tr depending on tfie subject area for which you arc

*iting a paper. For exalrple, the MLA (ir4odern Language Association) is the style most

:ft l u|ed in high school and college courses. Another style is the APA (American
Psychological Association), used in science and souretimes political science course papers.
The ftutructor will teil you which to use, but n'e will show you only the MLA style in thjs
bookiet.

Parenthetical Citation
Parenthetical citations give a brief indication of the source: for example, the

autiror's last name and the page nu:nber. Parenthetical ref.erc to the use of parenthesis ( )
an:d citatioru is from flre verb to cite, meaning to list or to name. Example: (Alien 223)

What Should Be Docuffiented
J." a directquotation
2, suryeYs, scientific experiments, and research sfudies
3. ideas or opi:rions that are notyour own (even if HnifLen in your. own words)
4. facts that are not commonlq:pwledgu - ones that u getr.raiuud.ience might not larow
5. irLform attonwhich may be questionld 

v

What Does nof Need to Be Documented
1., facfual jnformation or opimons which are widely accepted.

Exanrple: American Civii tr'Var began at Fort Sumter (a commonly known fact)
nuclear war r'r'oulcl result in vast desftuction (a commonly held ih*ory)

2. familiar sa)dngs or proverbs
Example: "A stitchin time saves rdne."


